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 ABOUT AFRHINET 

AFRHINET is a three-year project which focuses on fostering the use of rainwater for small-scale irrigation 

during dry periods in rural drylands of sub-Saharan Africa. The project focuses on the implementation of 

integrated capacity-building and demonstration activities, the establishment of research and technology-

transfer centres, and the setting-up of a transnational network of multivariate relevant stakeholders. The 

action of the project takes place in, but it is not limited to, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique and Zimbabwe.  

 

The AFRHINET project is part of the second ACP Science and Technology Programme, an EU-ACP 

cooperation programme which is funded by the European Union and implemented by the ACP Group of 

States. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Food insecurity poses today a problem to hundreds of millions of rural people in sub-Saharan Africa. By 

mid-century, 9 billion people will require food security and much of this will still be derived from rural 

production systems, placing these systems at the heart of the sustainable development agenda1. However, the 

variability in water resources and insufficient capacity to manage that variability lies behind much of the 

prevailing poverty and food insecurity2. It is widely known that Africa is one of the most vulnerable 

continents to climate variability and change, which is expected to have widespread impacts on African 

societies and their interaction with their natural environment3. Many of these challenges are directly or 

indirectly water-related, especially in terms of capturing and storing rainwater when and where it falls1. In 

this regard, meeting global food needs requires cost-effective strategies for managing rainwater at a small-

scale farmer level4. However, rainwater harvesting management does not only have the potential to eradicate 

hunger, but also to alleviate poverty, enhance landscape restoration and foster climate resilience.  

 

The above state of affairs illustrates the need for a better understanding of how rainwater, soil degradation, 

poverty and climate variability and change affects the sub-Saharan region, and for the identification and 

showcasing of processes, methods and tools which may help this region to cost-effectively connect these 

factors in order to ensure, among others, that the world’s food needs are met by 2050.  
 

It is against this background that the Symposium on “Rainwater-Smart Management in sub-Saharan Africa” 

is being organised as part of the project “A Technology-Transfer Network on Rainwater Harvesting Irrigation 

Management for Sustainable Dryland Agriculture, Food Security and Poverty Alleviation in sub-Saharan 

Africa” (AFRHINET). The Symposium will be hosted by Hamburg University of Applied Sciences 

(Germany) and University of Nairobi (Kenya), in cooperation with the Research and Technology Transfer 

Centres at Eduardo Mondlane University (Mozambique), Addis Ababa University (Ethiopia) and University 

of Zimbabwe (Zimbabwe), as well as with other initiatives and projects. 

                                                 
1 Nicol, A.; Langan, S.; Victor, M.; Gonsalves, J. (Eds.) 2015. Water-smart agriculture in East Africa. Colombo, Sri Lanka: International Water Management 

Institute (IWMI). CGIAR Research Program on Water, Land and Ecosystems (WLE); Kampala, Uganda: Global Water Initiative East Africa (GWI EA). 352p. 

doi: 10.5337/2015.203 
2 International Water Management Institute (IWMI). 2015. Improving water management in Myanmar’s dry zone for food security, livelihoods and health. 

Colombo, Sri Lanka: International Water Management Institute (IWMI). 52p. doi: 10.5337/2015.213 
3 Pachauri, R. K. et al. (2014): Climate Change 2014: Synthesis Report. Contribution of Working Groups I, II and III to the Fifth Assessment Report of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change / R. Pachauri and L. Meyer (editors) , Geneva, Switzerland, IPCC, 151 p., ISBN: 978-92-9169-143-2 ]. 
4Rockström, J. & Falkenmark, M. (2015).  Increase water harvesting in Africa. Nature 519, 283 – 285. 
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The Symposium will focus on “Fostering the Use of Rainwater for Food Security, Integrated Landscape 

Restoration and Climate Resilience, and Poverty Alleviation”. In this regard, cost-effective experiences from 

research, field projects and best-practices on the use of rainwater for irrigated and rainfed small-scale 

agriculture, integrated landscape restoration and climate resilience, and poverty alleviation in sub-Saharan 

Africa will be showcased. These experiences may also be useful to be implemented in other arid and semi-

arid areas globally, with a special emphasis on the ACP Group of States. This Symposium will be a truly 

interdisciplinary event, mobilizing international scholars and practitioners undertaking research and/or 

executing rainwater-smart projects in the African continent.  

 

AIMS 

Consistent with the need for more cross-sectoral interactions among the various stakeholders working in the 

field of rainwater harvesting management for food security, integrated landscape restoration and climate 

resilience, and poverty alleviation, the aims of the Symposium on “Rainwater-Smart Management in sub-

Saharan Africa” are as it follows: 

 

i. to provide research institutions, universities, NGOs, governments and enterprises from 

Africa with an opportunity to display and present their works in this field of knowledge; 

ii. to foster the exchange of information, ideas and experiences acquired in the execution of 

rainwater-smart projects, especially successful initiatives and best-practices practices across 

the African continent; 

iii. to discuss methodological approaches and experiences deriving from case studies and 

projects, which aim to show rainwater-smart adaptation strategies can be implemented in 

practice; 

iv. to provide a platform to network and possibilities for cooperation in this field of knowledge. 
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ORGANISERS 

 
CO-CHAIRS 

 Professor Walter Leal, Hamburg University of Applied Sciences, Germany 

 Professor Nicholas Oguge, University of Nairobi, Kenya 
 Josep de Trincheria, Hamburg University of Applied Sciences, Germany 

 

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 

 Professor Sebastiao Famba, Eduardo Mondlane University, Mozambique 
 Professor Belay Simane, Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia 
 Professor Menas Wuta, University of Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe 

 

SCIENTIFIC SUPPORT 

 Francis Oremo, University of Nairobi, Kenya 
 Nicole Krause, Hamburg University of Applied Sciences, Germany 

 

PROFILE OF PARTICIPANTS 

Delegates attending the Symposium on “Rainwater-Smart Management in sub-Saharan Africa” will come 

from a cross-sectoral range of areas, from across the African society and the international community. The 

profile of the target participants is as it follows: 
 

i. members of NGOs working in this related fields of knowledge; 
ii. researchers at universities and research centres; 
iii. teaching staff at universities; 
iv. representatives from private enterprises; 

v. representatives from UN and national development and aid agencies working with in related 

fields of knowledge and funding/executing rainwater-smart projects on the ground; 
vi. project officers and consultants; 
vii. other people interested in this field. 

 

The participation of African doctoral students is warmly encouraged and supervisors/advisers are kindly 

requested to facilitate their participation. The sort of international exposure and the rich content of this 

Symposium will be beneficial to their work and careers. The attendance of female candidates and early-stage 

professionals is especially encouraged. 

 

It is believed that this wide range of participants will help to outline the need for and the usefulness of 

integrated approaches towards the use of rainwater for food security, integrated landscape restoration and 

climate resilience, and poverty alleviation in sub-Saharan Africa and, hence contribute to the further 

consolidation of this thematic area. 
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STRUCTURE OF THE EVENT 

The Symposium “Rainwater-Smart Management in sub-Saharan Africa” will be organised in two 

main strands: 

 

Strand 1: Presentations 

A set of presentations which will be divided into three main themes will be distributed over 3 parallel 

sessions dealing with the following key issues: 

 

Session 1:  Rainwater-smart agriculture for food security  
Papers focusing on the use of rainwater harvesting for small-scale/micro-irrigation are 
particularly encouraged 

Session 2:  Rainwater-smart management for integrated landscape restoration and climate 
resilience 

Session 3:  Rainwater-smart management for poverty alleviation 

 

Strand 2: Round-table discussion 

The plenary discussions and round-table event will provide participants with an outstanding opportunity to 

interact, network and learn about the latest ideas, projects and practices, mainstreaming rainwater-smart 

management strategies in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 
 

TIMETABLE 

The Symposium on “Rainwater-Smart Management in sub-Saharan Africa” will be held on 1st-2nd February 

2017 in Nairobi, Kenya. The schedule is as follows: 

 
 

WEDNESDAY 1st FEBRUARY 2017 THURSDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 2017 
  

13:00h-14:00h: 
Reception and Registration 
 
14:00h-18:00h: 
Keynote Speakers and 
Sessions 
 
18:00h-20:00h:  
Evening Reception 

 
09:00h-12:00h:  
Sessions and Plenary 
 
 
13:00h-16:30h:  
Round-table Discussion    
Conclusions 

 

In order to ensure an efficient use of the time, delegates are kindly asked to organise their travel in a way that 
allows them to reach Nairobi in the course of Tuesday 31st January 2017, and travel back on Friday 3rd 
February 2017, so they can fully take part in the Symposium. 
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DEADLINES 

 Deadline for submission of abstracts: 15th November 2016  

 Deadline for submission of full papers: 20th December 2016  

 Deadline for registrations: 15th January 2017  

REGISTRATION AND CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION 

Registration is free and is now open until 15th January 2017. Regrettably, logistical limitations mean that 

registrations after the deadline will not be possible. Since the time for presentations is limited and visa 

procedures for entering Kenya take time, delegates are advised to register as soon as possible. The 

organisers will notify any interested delegate or organisation in case there are any limitations with time for 

presentations. Registered delegates will then receive further details and updated information on the 

preparations for the event.  

 

The decision as to which abstracts will be accepted for presentation will be taken by the Chairpersons, 

following consultation with the scientific committee. Participants registering to the event will do so under 

the condition that they will cover their own travel, accommodation and incidental costs (e.g. visa fees) 

related to their trip to Kenya.  

 

This is a self-funded event and the organisers are unable to pay any travel or accommodation costs of any 

kind. Letters of invitation to enter Kenya can be only be sent to bona fide, registered delegates who need a 

document to show their employers. 

 

CONTACT POINT FOR SCIENTIFIC INPUTS 

All questions related to scientific inputs, abstracts and strategic partnerships should be sent to: 

 
Josep de Trincheria  
Project Management and Coordination 

Research and Transfer Centre “Applications of Life Sciences” 

Hamburg University of Applied Sciences 

E-Mail: afrhinet@ls.haw-hamburg.de 

Web: http://www.afrhinet.eu/  

Register to the AFRHINET network at: http://www.afrhinet.eu/transnational-network.html 

Visit the virtual AFRHINET Research and Technology Transfer Centres 

at: http://www.rainwatertechcentres.net/ 

 

CONFERENCE ADMINISTRATOR  

All questions related to registrations, options for accommodation and local details should be sent to:  
Nicole Krause at: Nicole.Krause@haw-hamburg.de. 
 

 

 

mailto:afrhinet@ls.haw-hamburg.de
http://www.afrhinet.eu/
http://www.afrhinet.eu/transnational-network.html
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HOW TO SUBMIT AN ABSTRACT 

An abstract should be up to 200 words, it should describe the rationale, aims and results of the presentation. 

General descriptions of broad contexts should be avoided. The full contact details about the author(s) need 

to be provided. Abstracts should be written in the third person and not in the first or second one (e.g. I, me, 

or my paper). Please see below a sample abstract. Authors whose abstracts have been accepted, will receive 

further details about how to submit their full papers, and further logistical information. 

 

SAMPLE ABSTRACT 
 

(PLEASE SEND YOUR ABSTRACT EXACTLY WITH THE FORMAT BELOW AND WITH 

YOUR FULL NAME, ORGANISATION AND COMPLETE CONTACT DETAILS TO JOSEP 

DE TRINCHERIA AT afrhinet@ls.haw-hamburg.de) 
 
 

Promoting Climate Change Adaptation in Developing Countries: breaking 

misconceptions and addressing information needs 

 

 
Walter Leal (BSc, PhD, DSc, DPhil, DEd, DLitt, FSB, FRGS, FLS)  

Professor of Environment and Technology 

School of Science and the Environment Manchester 

Metropolitan University Chester Street 

Manchester, M1 5GD United Kingdom 
E-mail: info@iccip.net 

 

Abstract 

 
The impacts of climate change to natural ecosystems, infra-structure and livelihood, means that the 

implementation of climate change adaptation strategies in developing countries has become a pressing 

issue.  Among other factors, the undertaking of adaptation strategies is made difficult by the general lack 

of awareness and spread misconceptions about the real impacts of climate change which, in turn, slow 

down the execution of the adaptation initiatives needed, and which may ameliorate them. 
 

This paper presents an analysis about the misconceptions related to the implementation of climate change 

adaptation strategies, and describes the most widespread ones, as well as their implications. A special 

emphasis is given to the problems and barriers caused by misinformation, which –in turn- prevent the 

promotion of adaptation initiatives at local level. Finally, some concrete steps which may be taken in order 

to break the misconceptions and foster a more systematic view of adaptation strategies, are outlined. 

Experiences gathered in this paper will be useful to people and organisations interested in the different levels 

of responses given to climate changes threats, and on some of the tools which may be used to encourage  

specific action to adapt to changing climate conditions.  

mailto:info@iccip.net
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SYMPOSIUM ON 
RAINWATER-SMART MANAGEMENT IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA  

 

“FOSTERING THE USE OF RAINWATER FOR FOOD SECURITY, 
INTEGRATED LANDSCAPE RESTORATION AND CLIMATE RESILIENCE, 

AND POVERTY ALLEVIATION” 
 

Nairobi, Kenya, 1st-2nd February 2017  
 

Please complete, scan and e-mail this form and send it 
to Nicola Krause at: Nicole.Krause@haw-hamburg.de 

 

/// REGISTRATION FORM 
 

1. Surname: _ _ _ 
 

2. First Name: _ _   
 

3. Title (Prof., Dr. Mr, Ms, etc): _ _   
 

4. Institution: _ _ _   
 

5. Address: _ _   
 

6. Telephone (please include national and local code): _ 
 

7. Fax (please include national and local code): _ _ _ _  

8. 8. E-mail: _ _ _ _ _ 

9. You intend to participate by means of: ( ) Presentation ( ) Attendant  
 

10. Title of presentation: _ _   
 

 
11. Do you need a visa to enter Kenya? ( ) Yes* ( ) No 
(*) If you need a visa, please contact us supplying us with the following details: place and date of birth, passport 
number, home address, address of your employers. 

 

12. Do you have any dietary requirements?  
If so, which one (please specify):…… ……(           ) Yes  ( ) No 

 
 

Only bona-fide delegates whose papers have been accepted will receive an official invitation, with which they can 
apply for a visa. 
 

Please complete, scan and e-mail this form and send it to Nicole Krause at: Nicole.Krause@haw-
hamburg.de 


