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INTRODUCTION  
 Water resources in Zimbabwe 

 - Ground water resources (boreholes, wells) 
ɀ Potential = 3.0Million ML, current usage = 
+/- 1.0Million ML/yr  

 -  Surface water resources (rivers, dams, 
swamps) ɀ Developed storage = 8.7 Million 
ML with a 10% yield of 3.7 Million ML.  

- Zimbabwe has the 2nd highest per capita 
storage in Southern Africa 
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CATCHMENT MAP 
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INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK IN 
THE WATER SECTOR 

Ministry of  Environment, Climate and  
Water 

E.M.A. National Civil Protection Unit 

Catchment Councils 

Sub-Catchment Councils 

Water Users 

ZINWA Board 

ZINWA HO & CatchmentS 

Department of Water 
Development 
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Policy Makers 
·Min of Environment, Water and Climate ɀ Acts, 

Statutory Instruments, National water policy, Climate 
change strategy 

·Catchment Councils ɀ River outline plans, surface and 
ground water permits (storage and abstraction) 

·Proposed Water and Wastewater Services Regulatory 
Unit (WWRU)  
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Regulation & Supervision  
·:).7! ÉÓ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÏÒ ɉȰÄÅ ÆÁÃÔÏȱɊ 

in the water sector 

·The National Water Policy of 2012 proposes 
the formation of a Water and Waste Services 
Regulatory Unit (WWSRU) 

·Sub Catchment Councils monitor water 
abstractions with support from ZINWAɀ 
enforcement of permits 

·ZINWA supervises the construction of any 
large dam, private or national 
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System Operation 
·Irrigation systems in Zimbabwe are, in some cases: 

a) Operated by ZINWA on the water storage and supply 
side and by the farmers on the infield works 

b)  Operated by ZINWA on the water storage part and 
the supply and infield works by the farmers 

c) Operated by the farmers from the storage works 
through the supply system(s) to the infield works 

d) Operated through various partnerships, formal and 
informal, at deferent levels 
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Planning in the small ς scale 
irrigation sector 
·ZINWA carries out water resources planning for the 

small scale irrigation in liaison with other government 
departments and stakeholders 

·Private players also plan the development of small ɀ 
scale irrigation in liaison with ZINWA and the 
Ministry of Agriculture and its departments  
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Current Strategies To Promote Small-
scale Irrigation & Rainwater Harvesting 
·Raw Water Prices at ZINWA dams promote the 

development of small-scale irrigation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·Development of small dams or weirs that harness less 
than 5 ML do not require a permit but just registration.  

·Desilting of private farm dams at cost recovery 

 

CATEGORY PRICE ($/ML/YEAR)  

Industry/Commercial  
Estates 

9.45 

Commercial-A2 6.82 

Local Authorities 6.00 

Farmers-A1 5.00 

Farmers-Communal 4.50 
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Rainwater Harvesting Strategies 
For Small Scale Irrigation 
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·Runoff collection from rooftops  

·Field edge runoff collection pits 

·Wetland and plain scooping to 
dam runoff 



 Dams on a plains 
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